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Governing Council meeting on Thursday 21 March. 
This meant we were unable to approve any of the 
proposals that put forward or make any decisions, due 
to understandings were regarding the purpose of 
public education and from there they developed the 
purpose statement.

having a quorum. We are seeking a minimum of five 
parent reps but can accommodate up to twenty. 

What does the Governing Council? What will my 
responsibilities if I joined as a voting member of the 
Governing Council?

Important 
Dates

Term 2
Week 2
Mother’s Day Stall

Week 4 Wednesday
Special Options Variety 
Movie Excursion

Week 4 Thursday
Year 2 Festival Theatre 
& Museum Excursion

Week 5
Sorry Day 26th May 

Reconciliation Week

Week 5 Thursday
Year 5 Nunga Excursion

Week 5 Friday
Winter Carnival

Week 6 Tuesday
Bush Kindy

Week 6 Friday
Year 2 Uleybury 
Excursion

Week 6
Swimming for 
Reception students

Week 7 Wednesday
Bush Kindy

We are respectful We are responsible We are resilient

Dear families,

In the previous two newsletters, I have shared how we have been referencing the 
Department for Education’s strategy for public education to guide and inform our 
improvement agenda.

Before developing the strategy, the Department for Education consulted staff, 
students and families on what their beliefs and understandings were regarding 
the purpose of public education and from there they developed the purpose statement.

In term 1, the teaching staff at John Hartley looked at our current purpose statement and engaged in 
a review process to re-write our school purpose statement to better reflect our philosophies and 
beliefs around what we stand for and what we want for our students at John Hartley. I am now 
reaching out to you, the John Hartley wider community to get your feedback/input on our reviewed 
purpose statement. There will be a link in a SeeSaw message that will be sent out this week in which 
you can comment on our new statement. 



member of the Governing Council?

Below is our new statement.
Reviewed Purpose Statement

John Hartley School B-6 is dedicated to fostering an environment where our values of respect, 
responsibility, and resilience are instilled in every student. Our goal is to cultivate positive 
relationships among students, staff, and the community, ensuring that all members feel valued and 
supported in their educational journey. Through our nurturing approach, we empower students to 
become lifelong learners, equipped with the skills and knowledge needed to thrive in an ever-
changing world. We believe that by embracing diversity and fostering a culture of inclusion, every 
individual has the opportunity to flourish academically, socially, and emotionally.

We invite you to join us on this journey of learning, discovery, and personal growth, as we strive to 
make a positive difference in the lives of our students and the community we serve.

Governing Council

Unfortunately, our Chairperson was our only parent rep at our Governing Council meeting on 
Thursday 21 March. This meant we were unable to approve any of the proposals that put forward 
or make any decisions, due to not having a quorum. We are seeking a minimum of five parent reps 
but can accommodate up to twenty. 

What does the Governing Council? What will my responsibilities if I joined as a voting member 
of the Governing Council?

Being on Governing Council is a great way to not only find out about what’s happening in the 
school, it is an opportunity to have a say on the improvement focus of the school, fundraising 
events and any major projects i.e. playground upgrades.

Governing councils are bodies that govern a school or preschool. Governing councils work with the 
site leader (principal or director) to help set and monitor the direction of a site.

A governing council meets regularly to talk about the direction for the site. The timing of meetings can 
be different for each site, but it’s no less than twice a term.

Meetings are a big part of being on a governing council, but it’s not only that. In your role on the 
council, you might:

• be on an interview panel to select the site’s principal or director
• need to deal with media in response to an event or a good news story
• be an employing authority of out of school hours care (OSHC) or canteen staff.

You do not work alone when you are on a governing council. You and the site leader have shared 
responsibilities, but your day-to-day involvement is different.

Some differences between governance and day-to-day management

In your role on a governing council, you work with the site leader to:

• involve the local community
• develop and approve local policies
• set the broad direction and vision of the site
• monitor and review the site improvement plan
• be the employing authority of some services, including OSHC and canteen.
Site leaders work with governing councils to:
• give educational leadership
• carry out the site’s policies
• carry out the site improvement plan.
If you would like any further information, please feel free to come in to the office and speak with Kelly.

Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 23 May at 4:00pm. I strongly 
encourage families to attend. We can provide a space for children to be 

supervised. 

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/working-us/governing-councils/about-governing-councils/governing-council-glossary-terms
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/working-us/governing-councils/working-others/employing-oshc-staff-governing-council
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/working-us/governing-councils/about-governing-councils/governing-council-glossary-terms
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/working-us/governing-councils/membership-and-roles/being-employer-governing-councils


JHCC TERM 2, WEEK 1 
 

This week, we welcomed back our Kindy children and they have all been super excited to be back. In 
the first week, many have shared with us the things they did in the holidays. We’ve welcomed 4 new 

Kindy friends into our space and two preservice teachers Alisha and Wilawan have started their 5-
week teaching block with us. 

 

Things the children have shown a keen 
interest in this week: 

• The colour green 
• The season of autumn  
• Puzzles 
• Drawing and painting 
• Collecting feathers 
• Musical instruments 
• Manipulating loose parts 





The year 3 students are investigating heat energy, 
using thermometers to explore temperature changes 

when ice is added to warm water.

Junior Primary Science



Anna N 4/5
10.2 Underwater 

Line Art
Dive deep into the latest art project with 10.2!

~~~
Our year 4/5 students have been exploring 
linework in art and have created intricate 
designs that capture the beauty of oceanic 

landscapes!



Tricia has recently worked as a Principal on the APY Lands. She comes with a 
wealth of knowledge, and we are very excited to have her onboard here at John 

Hartley School.

Who is your hero?
My Mum - she has always looked after and supported me. She helps other 
people, has a beautiful garden full of colourful flowers, a lemon tree that always 
has lemons to be picked and strawberries to eat.

What motivates you to work hard?
I am motivated by the children in the school - trying their very best, being great 
learners, being kind, respectful and problem solving. When I see children doing 
this, then I want to help and support them to be the best person that they can 
be.

What is your favourite book to read?
1.When I was at school, I read all the books from the Nancy Drew series. Now I 
enjoy reading biographies and being inspired to be the best person that I can by 
being kind to others.

What would you sing at Karaoke night?
Proud Mary by Tina Turner

What is your proudest accomplishment?
My three children

Please welcome our new R-6 Curriculum Leader
Tricia Coulthard. 



Mrs Slater’s Year 5’s LOVE Kitchen Garden! 

 

 

 

 

This semester the Year 5 students in Mrs Slater’s class have enjoyed gardening and cooking during their 

Kitchen Garden lessons. Students have researched winter vegetables in preparation for some new 

planting in the garden and created amazing videos to educate others about the importance of composting. 

Most recently students made Zucchini Parmigiana. This cooking lesson was a great opportunity for 

students to further strengthen their teamwork and communication skills, as well as try something new.  

 

Kitchen Garden is always a highlight in the week! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Students will develop an understanding that we give our best and attempt 
all tasks. They learn that it is ok to ask for and accept help from others. 
Students learn that even adults continue learning and need help. Students 
will understand that it’s okay to make mistakes or not understand 
something straight away. 

 
• Have a chat to your child/ren about different activities they might need to 

learn to do at home- A sport, cooking, chores etc. Brainstorm with your 
child/ren about why it is important for them to learn these things and who 
can help if they are unsure or are finding tasks challenging. Explain that 
this is the same when they are learning at school. 

 
• Share our school message: When we have a go at learning we continue 

to improve academically, socially and emotionally. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

• Students will develop an understanding that we play safely and fairly at 
John Hartley School and outside of school to create a safe, inclusive and 
enjoyable environment.    

 
• Have a chat with your child/ren about what the words ‘safe’ and ‘fair’ 

mean. Brain storm some safe and unsafe games they could play. What 
could they do to make them more safe or fair? What could they do if 
others are playing unfairly?  

 
• Share our school message: When we play safely and fairly everyone feels 

respected and happy. 

Week 2 focus: We have a go at learning. 
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Week 3 focus: We play safely and fairly 
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Term 1 Week 11 attendance- Class Data Term 2 Week 1 attendance- Class Data 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now in its 25th year, National Walk to School Safely Day (WSTSD) is an annual 
campaign and event which encourages all primary school children, their 
parents and carers, to walk safely and regularly to school.  

 
It is important for children and young people to be active every day. Physical 
activity has many social, emotional, physical and mental health benefits. 
Walking to school is a great way to incorporate physical activity into a daily 
routine to support healthy development. Regular physical activity, especially 
walking, can improve self-esteem and confidence, help concentration and 
improve overall fitness. Encouraging kids to be active each day establishes 
good habits that can stay with them, throughout their lives.  
 

 
 You are invited to join members of staff at the Stebonheath 

Playground (Davoren Road) at 8:30am on Friday the 10th of May to 
complete the walk to school together. For duty of care purposes, we 

do require families to remain with their child/ren for the duration of 
the walk. 

 
 

 






