
John Hartley School 
Newsletter

Week 10, Term 1, 2024

Governing Council

Unfortunately our Chairperson was our only parent 
rep at our Governing Council meeting on Thursday 21 
March. This meant we were unable to approve any of 
the proposals that put forward or make any decisions, 
due to not having a quorum. We are seeking a 
minimum of five parent reps but can accommodate up 
to twenty. 

What does the Governing Council? What will my 
responsibilities if I joined as a voting member of the 
Governing Council?

Important 
Dates

Term 1

Week 4- 11
Year 4 Bike Education- 
Thursdays

Week 11 Friday
Sports Day + Last Day 
of Term- Early 
Dismissal
2pm

Uniform Shop
Every Tuesday 8:30am-
9:30am

Term 2

Week 1, Monday 29th 
April
First Day of Term 2

We are respectful We are responsible We are resilient

Term 1 requires 
students to wear a 
hat during outside 
learning and play.

Dear families,
Following on from our last newsletter, please see attached the 
Department for Education’s Purpose and Strategy one-page info graphic.

As I mentioned, the staff at John Hartley have been referencing the 
Department’s strategy to inform the focus of our improvement work.
Whilst we are absolutely committed to improving the literacy and 
numeracy for all our learners, we know that their level overall wellbeing 
plays a major role in their literacy and numeracy achievement.
The other Areas of Impact; Student Agency, Effective Learners and Equity & 
Excellence are all important, however in terms of our area of focus, we believe the 
Wellbeing Area of Impact is where we need to place our attention.

Governing Council
Unfortunately our Chairperson was our only parent rep at our Governing Council meeting 
on Thursday 21 March. This meant we were unable to approve any of the proposals that 
put forward or make any decisions, due to not having a quorum. We are seeking a 
minimum of five parent reps but can accommodate up to twenty. 



member of the Governing Council?

Being on Governing Council is a great way to not only find out about what’s happening 
in the school, it is an opportunity to have a say on the improvement focus of the school, 
fundraising events and any major projects i.e. playground upgrades.

Governing councils are bodies that govern a school or preschool.

Governing councils work with the site leader (principal or director) to help set and 
monitor the direction of a site.

A governing council meets regularly to talk about the direction for the site. The timing of 
meetings can be different for each site, but it’s no less than twice a term.

Meetings are a big part of being on a governing council, but it’s not only that. In your role 
on the council, you might:

• be on an interview panel to select the site’s principal or director

• need to deal with media in response to an event or a good news story

• be an employing authority of out of school hours care (OSHC) or canteen staff.

You do not work alone when you are on a governing council. You and the site leader have 
shared responsibilities, but your day-to-day involvement is different.

Some differences between governance and day-to-day management

In your role on a governing council, you work with the site leader to:

• involve the local community

• develop and approve local policies

• set the broad direction and vision of the site

• monitor and review the site improvement plan

• be the employing authority of some services, including OSHC and canteen.

Site leaders work with governing councils to:

• give educational leadership

• carry out the site’s policies

• carry out the site improvement plan.

If you would like any further information, please feel free to come in to the office and 
speak with Kelly.

Our next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 23 May at 4:00pm. I strongly encourage 
families to attend. We can provide a space for children to be supervised. 

Best regards

Aaron McPherson

What does the Governing Council? What will my responsibilities be if I joined as a voting 
member of the Governing Council?

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/working-us/governing-councils/about-governing-councils/governing-council-glossary-terms
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/working-us/governing-councils/working-others/employing-oshc-staff-governing-council
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/working-us/governing-councils/about-governing-councils/governing-council-glossary-terms
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/working-us/governing-councils/membership-and-roles/being-employer-governing-councils




Close the Gap







Room V6
M I S S  S M I T H    Y E A R  2

Mathematics
Students have been learning how to read, write and represent 3
digit numbers.

Art
Minecraft Portraits

Vincent Van Gogh - Sunflowers

Writing
We have been reading
different books about
Elmer the Elephant.
Students wrote their own
story about Elmer
including a problem and
solution. 

Easter
Students have enjoyed completing many
different activities leading up to Easter.



John Hartley School is a huge melting pot of colour, flavour 
and diversity. Harmony Day, which is observed each year on 

March 21, celebrates this diversity, aiming to foster 
inclusiveness, respect and the idea that people of all different 
cultures can make a valuable contribution to society. Please 
enjoy a few snapshots from our celebrations where students 

indulged in activities across the school.



Student Spotlight

Zarleah Baker
Congratulations to Zarleah Baker 
who participated in the District 
SAPSASA Softball - girls state 
carnival/championship, where the 
team took out the championship 
coming in first place. Due to her 
performance throughout the 
competition, she has now been 
nominated to be selected in the 
Softball 12 years and under state 
team. We wish her all the very best.



APRIL SCHOOL
HOLIDAYS

TUES 16  
MON 22

APRIL

STEBONHEATH
PARK

APRIL SCHOOL
HOLIDAYS

TUES 16
APRIL
9AM - 12.30PM

MON 15
APRIL

BASKETBALL CAMP

TUES 23
APRIL

WED 24
APRIL

MON 22
APRIL

Structured basketball coaching & games with experienced
SA Church Basketball coaches. 
Book via sachurchbasketball.com.au

(UNDER 10S & U12S)

BRIXPO EXTRAVAGANZA
Come build with us this school holidays! Whether you are a
Lego enthusiast or simply love to build this program is 
for you!

(AGES 5-12YRS)

COME N TRY FOOTBALL
Join us for a kick and come n try football with the
Smithfield Sports and Social Club

NATURE CONNECT (ALL AGES)
Learn about the local nature in your own backyard on
this engaging nature walk & art activity with Nature Play
SA. Meet at the Playground.

PEDAL PICNIC @ MAYFAIR 
(AGES 13 & UNDER)

Join us for some fun in the sun! We will bring games,
balls and more! Have a picnic or bring your bike/scooter
and have a ride at the safety park. 

SCAN HERE 
TO BOOK

 VIA EVENTBRITE

JMC

JMC

JMC
FREE

FREE

free

ANY ENQUIRES CALL 8480 0100 OR EMAIL JMC@PLAYFORD.SA.GOV.AU

11AM-1PM

2-3PM

9.30-11.30AM

10.30AM - 12.30PM

9AM - 12.30PM

free

fees
APPLY

MAYFAIR RIDE
SAFE PARK

SMITHFIELD
OVAL

(AGES 5 - 17YRS)

(UNDER 14S &U16S) 
BASKETBALL CAMP
Structured basketball coaching & games with experienced
SA Church Basketball coaches. 
Book via sachurchbasketball.com.au

fees
APPLY

OR


