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Important 
Dates

Term 1

Week 4- 11
Year 4 Bike Education- 
Thursdays

Week 6
Year 6. Aquatics

Week 7
Public Holiday 
Monday 11th March

Week 7
Pupil Free Day: 
Tuesday 12th March

Governing Counsel
Week 3 Thursday 
4:30pm

Uniform Shop
Every Tuesday 
8:30am-9:30am

We are respectful We are responsible We are resilient

Term 1 requires 
students to wear a 
hat during outside 
learning and play.

Acquaintance night
A huge thank you to all of our families who were able to make it 
to  Acquaintance Night last week. It was a wonderful opportunity 
for parents and caregivers to meet their child’s teacher and visit 
their classroom. Thanks also to all staff who made themselves 
available for the evening.  
Reminders:
Our first Governing Council meeting for the year is this Thursday 
22 February at 4:30pm.

The Governing Council is a great way to hear about happenings 
at the school and participate in decisions relating to financial and 
resource governance. New members are always welcome, and meetings are twice per term.

NAPLAN 2024
The National Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) assessments will occur during weeks 7 and 
8 of this term for Year 3 and 5 students. 
Please note – in special circumstances a parent/caregiver may withdraw or exempt his/her 
child from the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy. This can be for any 
number of reasons.
If you would like more information about the withdrawal process, please discuss this with
your child’s teacher or leadership staff.
Prior to the official NAPLAN testing period, all students will take part in the Nationally 
Coordinated Practice Test which is on Tuesday 27 February

The importance of reading to our children

How can I support my child with reading at home?

Take the time to read to your child on a regular basis, such as at bedtime or after a snack 
when they come home from school. If possible, provide a quiet place with no distractions so 
they can focus on the task in hand. Try not to rush this special time with your child, as 
making reading fun is vital. Reading to your child helps them to hear the language written 
in books and learn how to take in new information. Stories also introduce them to new and 
unfamiliar situations. Children who are read to at home—or read at home themselves—
even if just for a few minutes every day, can make far greater progress than those who do 
not. Teachers will choose the books your child brings home each week. Early on, teachers 
may only send home books for you to read to your child. 

The AGM will be held later in the term on Thursday 21st March at 4:30pm.
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Or they may give your child individual letters, words or sentences to practise reading. Later, they may send readers 
home for your child to read to you. These readers will contain words that they learning to ‘sound out’ at school. You may 
notice that their readers have a limited vocabulary. This is because, in the early stages of learning to read, words need 
to follow regular sound-symbol patterns, like dog, fan and hop. In the classroom, children are taught to work out the 
words for themselves: with practice, their reading will get better and they will become faster and more confident.
Learning to read can be very hard work for some young readers. Give your child plenty of time to sound out the letters and 
blend them into words. In the long run this hard work will pay off as they practice and recognise the letter patterns so 
that this becomes their key way of learning to read.

Some words can’t be sounded out because they don’t fit with the normal letter-sound patterns: words like you, said, 
could and some. We use many of these ‘tricky words’ frequently. Teachers may give your child lists of these words to take 
home to practice and you will find some in your child’s readers. Your child’s reading will improve the more they practice 
these tricky words. Rather than guessing words from a picture, be patient if your child stumbles over a tricky word that 
can’t be sounded out. Simply give them the word and ask them to repeat it several times until they can remember it.

Is there anything else I can do at home?

Children’s language will develop more quickly if you and your family share stories from an early age. Extend their language 
by asking them to talk about what they have seen heard or done. When reading books together, talk about what is 
happening in the story. You could ask them to predict what might happen next. The ‘five Ws’ can be useful: who, what, 
where, when and why.

Even when children do not bring home ‘readers’, parents and older family members can play a very important role in 
helping children to see the links between books, stories and what happens in real life. For example, while reading 
Cinderella, you could talk about the similarities between
a ball and a birthday party.

Simply talking to children about different or unusual words helps to develop their curiosity about language and the 
sounds within words. You can encourage this by playing creative word and sound games, or by singing nursery rhymes 
and songs, and by introducing special names, for example, the names of different dinosaurs.

Join a local library and read to your child. When selecting books to read to your child, choose topics that your child is 
genuinely interested in. You can find a good selection of reading material on the Premier’s Reading Challenge website 
(www.prc.sa.edu.au) and The Little Big Book Club site (www.thelittlebigbookclub.com.au/).

You may want to access online apps to support your child in learning phonics. There are a number of phonics apps on 
iTunes. Talk to your teacher to get advice on which ones to use, as many have been developed in the United States.

If you want more specific reading and phonics activities, please contact your child’s classroom teacher.

http://www.prc.sa.edu.au/
http://www.thelittlebigbookclub.com.au/






Equipment Ingredients

Measuring cups and spoons
Large bowl
Fork
Rolling pin
Clean tea towel
Sharp knife
Large pot
Colander

1 ½ cups of plain flour
1 tsp of salt
2 room temperature eggs



Remember: Breakfast club is available every morning from 
8:30am- 8:50am!

ü Toast
ü Cereal
ü Fruit

ü Friendly student and adult helpers!





Students in year 6 were excited to 
receive their ‘Visual Art Diaries’ last 
week. They have begun decorating 

and exploring visual techniques. Over 
the coming weeks, students will deep 
dive into analysing particular artists 

that influence our culture and 
environments. 



Welcome to HPE for 2024!!!

HPE will supply an abundant number of opportunities for students to be involved in throughout the year. 
It will develop the awareness of positive virtues and discover the potential within every student through 
lessons that characterise the ethos of John Hartley School, ‘Resilience, Respect and Responsibility’.

Along with the offered program that involves diverse sporting skills and learning abilities, the subject area 
offers SAPSASA events that are either ‘Come and Try’ or ‘Try Out’ opportunities open to all Year 4-6 
students.

Extra curricula events will also arise throughout the year, R-6. Various sporting clubs and associations will 
deliver physical and theoretical experiences that will provoke student’s understanding and awareness of 
their own health and well-being and intrigue their interests in alternative areas of physical activity.

The ‘Premier’s Be Active Challenge’ will be offered once again in 2024, with students being encouraged to 
participate in 60 minutes of activity, 5 days a week, for 10 weeks. School ‘Health Hustles’ will be 
conducted throughout the 10 weeks, promoting student enthusiasm and understanding of the 
importance of physical activity and health in their daily lives.

Further opportunities and events will be advertised as the year progresses. 

The following events will arise over Term 1 of 2024:

If you have any questions or concerns,  please feel comfortable in discussing them with the HPE staff.

Tim Rosenberg
HPE Specialist Teacher
John Hartley School



    JOIN THE FUN!JOIN THE FUN!
GET INVOLVED NOWGET INVOLVED NOW

NAB AFL Auskick is FREE with the use of the ORSR Sports Voucher or $100 without.
1) Enter your 11-digit voucher code (medicare number + child’s ref number) in the comment box at the payment screen

2) Select apply and the price of your order will reset to $0

play.afl/auskick


